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SUB J : CAMBODIAN NAVAL SHIPS AND REFUGEES IN MALAYSIA 

REF: STATE 093158 

1. THIS MORNING (APRIL 24) FOLLOWING RECEIPT 
REFTEL DCM CALLED ON HASMY AGAM, PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY IN CHARGE OF NON- ASEAN SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
AFFAIRS, WHO WAS SENIOR MFA OFFICIAL IMMEDIATELY 
AVAILABLE. HASMY WAS ACCOMPANIED BY EMAN MOHAMMED 
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HANIFF WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM TUMPAT. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


2. DCM READ U.S. POSITION SLOWLY FROM 

PARA 2 REFTEL SO THAT HASMY COULD MAKE NOTES (WE ARE 
ALSO SENDING AIDE MEMOIRE). HE ALSO EXPLAINED 
THAT IF SHIPS WERE MAP SUPPLIED USG RETAINED 
RESIDUAL RIGHTS AND WE WOULD BE BACK TO DISCUSS 
THEIR DISPOSITION. HASMY REPLIED THAT GOM WAS AT 
THIS MOMENT MAKING DECISION ABOUT REFUGEES AND THIS 
WAS REASON UNDERSECRETARY YUSOF. NORMALLY SENIOR 
MFA OFFICIAL HANDLING PROBLEM, COULD NOT BE PRESENT. 

HE THEN ASKED EMAM TO DESCRIBE SITUATION. 

3. EMAM EXPLAINED THAT SHIPS WERE ACTUALLY 

IN RIVER WHICH CONSTITUTES BORDER BETWEEN MALAYSIA 
AND THAILAND. SUBMARINE CHASER E-312 IS STANDING OFF 
RIVER MOUTH WHILE THE TWO LCIL'S P-11 AND P-1 12 
HAVE BEEN ANCHORED IN RIVER AT A JETTY ATTACHED TO 
POLICE COMPOUND. WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE ALL ALLOWED 
TO COME ASHORE FOR BATHING AND TO RECEIVE ANY NEEDED 
MEDICAL ATTENTION. ON A DAILY BASIS THEY ARE BEING 
SUPPLIED WITH FOOD. SOME OF THESE SUPPLIES ARE 
COMING FROM KELANTAN WELFARE ORGANIZATION WITH 
SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLIES FROM MALAYSIAN VILLAGERS IN 
AREA AND FROM THAI VILLAGERS ACROSS THE RIVER 
WHICH IS ONLY 50 METERS WIDE. FURTHERMORE, KING OF 
THAILAND WHO WAS VISITING IN AREA SENT SOME FOOD AS 
A GIFT. AS OF THIS MORNING, HOWEVER, ALL REFUGEES 
HAVE BEEN PUT BACK ON THE LANDING CRAFT WHICH HAVE 
JOINED THE SUBMARINE CHASER OFF MORE. THIS WAS 
DONE BECAUSE WITH ONLY 4 OR 5 MALAYSIAN POLICE 
PRESENT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO CONTROL THE REFUGEES 
FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME. FURTHERMORE, EMAM SAID, 

THE CAMBODIAN CAPTAIN FEARED A MUTINY AND PREFERRED 
TO HAVE EVERYONE OFFSHORE SO HE COULD BE ASSURED 
CONTROL. 

4. EMAM HAD TALKED TO CAMBODIAN CAPTAIN IN 
TUMPAT FOLLOWING HIS VISIT TO OUR EMBASSY. CAPTAIN 
SAID THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO GO TO THAILAND, 

IMPLYING THAT BASIC REASON WAS HIS DISTRUST OF 
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THAIS. CAPTAIN HAD SPECULATED ABOUT RETURNING TO 
CAMBODIA, SAYING THAT HE PREPARED GIVE UP HIS OWN 
LIFE BUT COULD NOT RETURN WITHOUT ASSURANCES OF NO 
MISTREATMENT OF OTHERS FOR WHOM HE RESPONSIBLE. 
CAPTAIN ALSO SPECULATED ABOUT TRYING TO HEAD FOR 
GUAM. IN END, HE ASKED THAT GOM FILL HIS FUEL 
TANKS AND PROVIDE HIM WITH A WEEK'S SUPPLY OF FOOD. 
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5. HASMY THEN CONFIRMED THAT AMONG ALTERNATIVES 
BEING CONSIDERED BY GOM WAS SIMPLY FULFILLING 
CAPTAIN'S REQUEST. DCM URGED THAT GOM TURN TO 
UNHCR FOR ASSISTANCE IN TAKING CARE OF REFUGEES 
IN MALAYSIA. BOTH MFA OFFICIALS GAVE IMPRESSION 
THIS HAD NOT BEEN CONSIDERED AND ASKED ABOUT OTHER 
COUNTRIES OFFERING REFUGEE ASSISTANCE THROUGH 
UNHCR (SEE K.L. 2198). 

6. CONVERSATION ENDED WITH HASMY PROMISING TO 
REPORT U.S. POSITION IMMEDIATELY TO GOM OFFICIALS 
NOW TRYING TO MAKE DICISION AND ALSO PROMISING TO 
COMMUNICATE DECISION TO US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

7. ACCORDING TO JANE'S THE THREE SHIPS, ALTHOUGH 

OF AMERICAN ORIGIN, WERE TURNED OVER TO THE CAMBODIANS 
BY THE FRENCH IN 1956 AND 1957. WE THEREBY ASSUME 
THEY WERE NOT MAP FURNISHED. IS OUR ASSUMPTION 
CORRECT? 

UNDERHILL 
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